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Change history: 
Date Section Description of Change 

07/01/2017 Samaritan 
Watch – During 
Recovery 

Added NMB Public Safety advises to not enter a house if gas is 
smelled, instead call them 

Pre-Hurricane 
Planning and 
Preparation 

Added NMB Public Safety advises to have at least a week of 
emergency supplies 

Evacuation NMB Public safety advises evacuations are no longer categorizes as 
Mandatory or non-mandatory – so this discussion was removed 

Evacuation Added the advice from NMB Public Safety that Little River Neck 
Residents to take Little River Neck Rd to Sea Mountain Highway to 
Hwy 9. 

How the City 
will 
Communicate 

Added how to sign up for mobile text alerts from NMB Public Safety 

Know Your Zone Corrected Know Your Zone link 

How the City 
will 
Communicate 

Added how to sign up for mobile text alerts from NMB Public Safety 

6/19/2018 Homeowner 
Associations 

Updated FEMA PA Program requirements for Gated Communities 

Actions Annually 
Required of the 
Samaritan’s 
Watch 
Organization 

Removed any requirement that Good Samaritan Watch members 
enter any homes. 

Emergency 
Generator 
Services 

Removed consideration of a formal owner home generator sharing 
program 

Emergency 
Generator 
Services 

Updated to reflect the installation of the emergency generator at 
Cassels Building 

8/29/2018 City 
Communications 

Reflect Public Safety’s change from Nixle to Everbridge. 

7/8/2019 Helpful Links & 
Phone Numbers 

Updated link to road conditions in SC.  Added links to road condition 
information in surrounding states. 

 

Actions Annually Required of the TPCA BOD  

Before the Start of Each Hurricane Season: 

 Negotiate a contract with a vendor to clear Tidewater Roads and to 

remove trees from owner damaged residences. 

 Identify a time as Hurricane Preparedness Week, select key segments 

from the Pre-Hurricane Preparedness Section and encourage owners 

to follow its guidance.  Solicit feedback from owners on their 

progress. Include in the newsletter an article highlighting what an 

owner has or is doing to be prepared. 
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At the Start of Each Hurricane Season: 

 Review the City of North Myrtle Beach Re-entry and evacuation 

procedures.  Identify any changes from 2016 and update this plan. 

 Review the FEMA Removal Policies, update and adapt this plan to 

any changes.  

 Inform residents via the newsletter that the association has an 

Emergency Plan and encourage them to read it online or request a 

copy from the management company.  

 Request owners to inspect their properties for dead trees and limbs, 

clogged gutters and other hazards and remove them before they can 

present problems during a hurricane.  

 Review, update and communicate to owners the re-entry 

requirements. 

 Take the necessary measures to get credentials for pre-approved 

authorized individuals for post-disaster recovery (HOA Employees 

and Tree Removal Vendor) 

 Review, update and communicate to owners the location and 

availability of the TPCA provided emergency charging station.. 

 Insure Cassel’s Building emergency generator is working. 

 Ensure the TPCA BOD has on hand the Association Insurance policy  

for FEMA submittal. 

 Identify owners that may need assistance during an evacuation.  

Identify from them what plans they have to obtain the assistance 

they need and the assistance they may need from the Association. 

 Verify the Samaritan Watch System is in place.  Ensure each 

participant has been assigned a two-way battery radio to use in case 

of cell failure. 

 Communicate to owners the necessity to update their emergency 

contact numbers in the TPCA system.  Advise owners it will be these 

numbers that will be used to verify their safety, if they stayed, or 

communicate to them the damage that may have occurred to their 

home, if they evacuated. Encourage the use of both cell phone and 

land line numbers. Print out the contact list so it will be available in 

case of a power outage. 

 Ensure the lock-box system for each residential unit has been 

checked and verified. 
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 Ensure a contract is in place with a tree removal service. 

 Request part-time/absentee owners to have a plan to stow lawn 

furniture, garbage containers, grills, etc.  Request permanent owners 

to offer assistance to these neighbors. 

 Insure the Security service has 4 volunteers willing to stay on site 

 

At the Start of the Emergency 

 Encourage owners to fuel vehicles well in advance of an evacuation 

order. 

 Communicate and encourage owners to follow a mandatory 

evacuation if one is in place. Include evacuation route maps and 

directions.  Identify nearest public shelters. 

 Identify those that intend to stay despite a mandatory evacuation 

order. 

 Verify with Samaritan Watch Captains that their organizational 

structure is in place and ability to cover their watches. 

 Insure there are at least 4 security personnel willing to stay on site. 

 Communicate to owners that gates will be left open and limited 

security service will be available until the evacuation is lifted. 

During Recovery 

 Activate the vendor contracted to clear Tidewater roads. 

 Communicate to owners the status of the Cassel’s Building as an 

emergency restoration center and services available. 

 Communicate to owners the status of road blockages within the TPC 

and when they are expected to be cleared.  

 Verify with the Little River Road Fire Station that they have cleared 

Little River Neck Road per city policy as identified below.  

Actions Annually Required of the Samaritan’s Watch 

Organization 

At the Start of Each Hurricane Season 

 Review assignments.   
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 Ensure each participant has been assigned a two-way battery radio 

to use in case of cell failure and knows what channel has been 

assigned. 

 Ensure each residential unit will be covered. 

 Ensure each block captain covers no more than 20-25 units 

 Reach out to assigned homes and ask to be notified if/when owners 

leave. Request they update emergency contact information with the 

management company. 

 Review responsibilities during an emergency 

 Identify backups for each block captain. 

At the Start of the Emergency 

 Identify members of the Samaritan’s Watch that will be remaining on 

site. 

 Samaritan Block Captains verify that an organizational structure is in 

place and has the ability to cover every residence. 

 Notify Property Management where coverage is absent. 

 Reach out to assigned homes and ask to be notified if/when owners 

leave. Request they update emergency contact information with 

Property Management. Verify who is staying and who is leaving.  

During Recovery 

 Samaritan’s Watch Block Captains, verify it is safe to venture 

outdoors. 

 Watch Block Captains (or their designated alternates) to visit each 

residence 

 Assess damage  

o Check first for damage to gas, electric, sewage or water 

systems. 

o NMB Public Safety advises that if gas is leaking do not 

attempt to shut it off but instead immediately call 911. They 

have the training and the equipment to safely shut it off. Their 

concern is that non-trained individuals may inadvertently 

cause a spark that could result in an explosion. Do not enter 

the house! 

 Watch for broken windows and sharp objects. 
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 Inspect roofs from the ground first and look for torn or misplaced 

shingles or tiles. Identify areas that are capable of pocketing water as 

these are most vulnerable. Look for cracks and gaps in roofing 

material on tile roofs.  Look for missing wind turbines. 

o Report location and damage to the Property Management 

Company who will call owners. 

o Photograph damage from street level.  

o Document actions taken. Provide documentation and photos 

to Property Management Company who will contact owners 

and request whether they would like the on-site tree removal 

company to provide a quote to them. If so, the Management 

Company will put the two in touch. 

o Clear Storm Drains 

Tree Removal Services 

Required elements of the Tree Removal/ Street Clearing contract  

 Contract with HOA to clear Tidewater streets with per hour rate and 

number of crew specified 

 Obtain agreement that contracts with individual owners will 

o Be negotiated directly with individual owners 

o include placing and securing tarps (provided by the tree 

company) on damaged areas 

Interested Tree Companies 

 Orlando Watson, Big O Tree services 

 Leif Bennett 

Emergency Generator Services 

 

Emergency Shelter and Communications Center 

The 2016 hurricane, damage to owners’ homes and subsequent 

electrical outage demonstrated the need for a reliable center where 

owners can shelter and community restoration can be directed from a 

central point.  To that end, this plan (implemented in 2017) 

recommends that the Cassel’s building be equipped with an emergency 

generator so that: 
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 The management company will have a location with reliable access 

to communication, community records and computer processes. This 

is essential in their efforts to: 

o Contact and coordinate with the Samaritan Watch 

organization. 

o Contact and contract with vendors essential for community 

restoration efforts; 

o Communicate with owners that are not in residence the state 

and condition of their homes, and work with them to obtain 

the necessary contractors to restore and protect damaged 

home from further deterioration. 

o To send and receive contracts by fax or email for these 

purposes 

o To track restoration progress 

 Owners will have a location where, when electricity is out, they will 

have access to 

o Radio and television news that will keep them abreast of 

surrounding restoration area, state of roads, etc. 

o A charging location for their electronics. 

o Telephone lines, faxes and communication systems. 

o Access to a microwave, refrigeration and the all important 

coffee 

o Or, if their homes are inhabitable, possibly a home base for 

their individual restoration efforts and electricity for their 

computers. 

 

Hurricane Preparedness 

This section is not intended to be a total repository of information.  It 

attempts to accumulate much information from many sources (i.e. City of 

North Myrtle Beach, Horry County etc.).   The document will reference 

multiple websites that will outline more detailed information.  Hopefully, it 

will make the process easier for Tidewater Residence as they prepare and 

plan for a potential hurricane events. 
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Pre-hurricane Planning and Preparation 
Since North Myrtle Beach is along the Atlantic Ocean, hurricanes are a 

natural disaster we need to prepare for.  Hurricane Season runs from June 

thru November, with the peak in late August to October.   

With some simple precautions and being prepared, we can be sure to stay 

safe during hurricane seasons.   Here are a few things to do and have on 

hand in case of a major hurricane.    

        Before the Storm 
 Listen to the weather stations; keep up to date with the latest 

info on flood and wind warnings 
 Be sure to board up any windows and doors if possible 
 Ensure your Emergency Kit is fully stocked 
 Bring in anything that can be picked up by the wind from 

outside; grilles, bikes, patio furniture, flower pots, yard art, etc.  
If it can’t be brought in try to chain them down or use 
sandbags to hold them in place. 

 Turn all refrigerators and freezers to the coldest setting.   Try 
to avoid opening and closing.   This way, if the power goes out, 
your food will last longer 

 Turn off propane tanks and unplug small appliances 
 Fill your cars gas tank.  In case of an evacuation, this means 

you can head out without stopping 
 Talk with members of your household and create an 

evacuation plan.  Planning and practicing your plan minimizes 
confusion and fear during the event 

 Pre-plan as to where you will evacuate to if necessary.   Keep 
friends and family aware of your plans as they are finalized 

 Review evacuation routes; make sure to have a map and GPS 
ready to go to avoid being lost 

 Evacuate if advised by authorities.  Be sure to avoid flooded 
roads and wash out bridges. 

 Have an Emergency Kit – One week’s supply of: 

 Be sure to have plenty of water 

 Non-perishable food; canned goods, crackers, granola 
bars, dried fruit, etc.    

 Have trash bags, tarps and duck tape; use to fix leaks in a 
pinch 

 Flashlights with extra batteries.  Candles are a fire 
hazard and shouldn’t be used 

 Rain gear and extra clothing 

 Fully stocked First-Aid Kit, including any essential 
medications 

 Toiletries 

 All important documents in a water-proof case 

 Cash;  ATMs could be down or out of cash 

 If you have pets, collect their supplies and make sure to 
have enough food and water for them 
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During the Storm 
 Stay indoors during the hurricane and away from windows and 

glass doors 
 Close all interior doors.   Secure and brace external doors 

including your garage doors 
 Keep curtains and blinds closed 
 Take refuge in a small interior room, closet or hallway on the 

lowest level 
 Evacuate – if you are directed by local authorities and if you 

are on a flood plain or if you feel you are in danger 
 

After the Storm 
 Continue listening to weather radio or the local news for the 

latest updates 
 Stay alert for more rainfall and flooding even after the 

hurricane or tropical storm has ended.  There could be more 
 Drive only if necessary and avoid flooded roads and washed-

out bridges 
 Keep away from loose or dangling power lines and report them 

immediately to the power company 
 Inspect your home for damage.  Take pictures of damage, both 

of your home and its contents, for insurance purposes 
 Avoid drinking or preparing food with tap water until you are 

sure it’s not contaminated 
 Check refrigerated food for spoilage.  If in doubt, throw it out 

 

Evacuation  
The City of North Myrtle Beach procedures – provided by Pat Dowling, 

Public Safety Information Officer (843-280-5612 / pcdowling@nmb.us / 

www.nmb.us   

Once the Governor issues an evacuation order, lane reversals will be 

instituted automatically for two sections of Highway 501 – US Highway 

501 from SC544 to SC 378, and US Highway 501 from SC 22 to the US 

Highway 501.SC 576 split in Marion.  Once you enter a lane reversal 

pattern, you will not be able to get back out.  Never enter a lane reversal 

pattern unless you are directed by law enforcement. 

 The Horry County evacuation plan to which all in North Myrtle 
Beach are subject requires people located north of Briarcliffe 
Acres to evacuate via SC 9 north to I-95 and beyond.  Little River 
Neck residents should take Little River Neck Rd to Sea Mountain 
Hwy to Hwy 9. 

 These requirements are based on the results of the SC Hurricane 
Evacuation Study for the Northern Conglomerate that was 

mailto:pcdowling@nmb.us
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released by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
and the US Army Corps of Engineers in 2012. 

        Know Your Zone 
When evacuating, ALWAYS TAKE A ROAD A MAP WITH YOU!   Be 

aware that law enforcement and the SC National Guard may be 

posted along evacuation routes to assist you.  If you deviate from the 

primary evacuation route, you may experience delays and you may 

be rerouted back to the primary route. 

If a hurricane or tropical storm is to strike our area, Our ZONE in 

Horry County is as follows: 

Zone A 

All areas east of US 17 up to US Business 17 (Kings Highway) from the 

North Carolina boarder and then south all areas east of US Business 

17 (Kings Highway). 

To access Horry County Emergency Management’s interactive zone 

map, use this link: 

http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=5ea

a13ba491c4699a9730bf3f9e65a37 

      Shelters 
Remember that an American Red Cross (public) shelter should be 

considered a place of last resort to ride out a hurricane.   Public Shelters 

are ideal for people who have no other place to go in an emergency.  

American Red Cross shelters may be crowded, do not accept pets and 

are not designed for comfort.  Residents going to an American Red Cross 

shelter must bring their own supplies such as: 

 Baby supplies 
 Battery operated radio 
 Blankets or sleeping bags and pillows 
 Entertainment such as games, books, electronic games, etc. 
 Flashlights and extra batteries 
 Clothing 
 Identification 
 Medicine 
 Snack or comfort food 
 Toiletries 

 

NOTE:  Guns, Alcohol and Animals are not permitted at shelters! 

Resources for Pets 
Pets today are an important part of the family, so don’t forget to make 

emergency plans for your furry friends.  Remember, American Red Cross 

http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=5eaa13ba491c4699a9730bf3f9e65a37
http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=5eaa13ba491c4699a9730bf3f9e65a37
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shelters DO NOT accept pets, so if you are in an evacuation zone, it is 

critical that you make plans far in advance.  You can often board your pets 

with your veterinarian; however these facilities are very limited and often 

fill up quickly. 

The best plan of action, is to create a pet survival kit well in advance, make 

sure your pet is up-to-date on all vaccinations, have identification on each 

pet that clearly states your name and contact information(micro chipping is 

a great idea), and know where your pet will shelter during the storm. 

For a list of pet friendly hotels, just visit http://www.petswelcome.com. 

When the storm is over, be careful about allowing your pets outdoors.   

Dangers such as downed power lines and high water may place your pet in 

danger. 

How will the City of North Myrtle Beach stay in touch 

with you? 
In emergency situations, such as hurricanes, the City of Myrtle Beach will 

post advisory and damage assessment information using these resources: 

 http://www.NMB.us 
 http://www.Facebook.com/cityofnmb 
 http://www.twitter.com/cityofnmb 
 North Myrtle Beach Public Safety uses Everbridge to communicate advisory 

information by text to citizens.  To sign up for the mobile alert service go to 
 https://nmb-messages.regroup.com/signup 

 

The City will also forward the same information to local and regional news 

media outlets, Horry County Emergency Management, the North Myrtle 

Beach Chamber of Commerce, and the Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of 

Commerce.  The North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce shares City of 

North Myrtle Beach announcements with its members, and its social media 

audiences.   The Council (ARC), which includes all governments  and other 

agencies in Horry County, and which serves as a clearinghouse for 

information during hurricanes and other disasters that impact all of the 

Grand Strand or all of Horry County. 

Post Hurricane Reentry Identification Requirements 
As a residential and other property owners, business owners and their 

employees, and others attempt to reenter the City of North Myrtle Beach 

following a hurricane or other disaster, you may travel through different 

jurisdictions (state, county), which may have different  types of reentry 

rules and procedures.   There also may be damage within those jurisdictions 

that necessitate travel or other restrictions.  Different types of 

identification for passage through those jurisdictions may also be required.  

You should contact those jurisdictions in advance of attempting to travel to 

http://www.nmb.us/
http://www.facebook.com/cityofnmb
http://www.twitter.com/cityofnmb
https://nmb-messages.regroup.com/signup
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North Myrtle Beach. Once you reach the North Myrtle Beach city limits, 

identification requirements for reentry are as follows: 

Residential and Other Property Owners, Business Owners, Renters 

When attempting reentry following hurricane or other disaster, carry 

formal identification showing your direct connection with the property you 

wish to access.   That may be a valid driver’s license, a rental agreement or 

contract, a recent electric bill, a recent property tax bill or receipt, or other 

papers that establish your connection to a given property. 

Employees of Business 

If a business has an employee who is critical to its immediate recovery but 

the employee does not live within the city limits, the business owner should 

provide the employee with a letter identifying the employee by his or her 

full name, and stating that the employee is critical to the recovery of the 

business.  The letter should be written on company letterhead, and signed 

by the owner and/or manager.  The letter should contain contact 

information for the owner and/or manager via their cell phone number and 

their personal email address. 

HOA Management Firm Employees 

If a subdivision has an HOA or POA that is managed by an outside firm, and 

the HOA/POA wants to ensure that the firm’s employees can enter the 

community following a disaster in order to assess damage for property 

owners, the HOA/POA should provide the employees with a letter 

identifying the employee by his or her full name, and stating that the 

employee is critical to the recovery of the HOA/POA’s community.  The 

letter should be written on HOA/POA letterhead, and signed by the 

HOA/POA president.  The letter should contain contact information for the 

president via their cell phone number and their personal email address.  

HOA/POA management firm employees are subject to the City’s tiered 

reentry process. 

Do Residents, Business Owners, Other Property Owners Have to Register 

with the City Prior to an Evacuation? 

No, the City has all the records it needs to cross-check identities and 

property ownership. 

Post Hurricane Reentry Plan 
When it comes to reentry following a natural or other disaster, the 

City of North Myrtle Beach adheres to a three-phased program. 

Once the Governor rescinds a mandatory evacuation order, the City 

will activate the City’s phased reentry plan 
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Level I Access 

All public officials and personnel having key roles in life safety and 

the restoration of critical services after a disaster will be allowed to 

enter the impacted area.   All level I personnel will be required to 

present and wear in full view an authorized employee identification 

badge.   No personal vehicles will be allowed to enter the impacted 

area during level 1, except governmental personnel reporting for 

official business. 

Level II Access 

This allow for reentry of critical support groups, relief workers, State 

certified (SLED) security officers, healthcare personnel, business 

owners and their essential staff, insurance adjusters and any other 

people authorized by the jurisdiction to provide services or reduce 

economic loss.  All Level II personnel will be required to present and 

wear an authorized employee identification badge at the checkpoint 

Level III Access 

Residents and business operators will have access to areas that have 

been deemed safe by the City.  If access is limited, when possible 

every effort will be made to safely assist these persons to their 

property.  All residents and business operators must show proper 

identification and documentation in order to enter an impacted area.  

Residents with special needs will be assisted back into their dwellings 

once sufficient support services are available to sustain and assist 

their recovery efforts. 

General Objective 

The City of North Myrtle Beach recognizes the desire of people to 

return as quickly as possible to their homes and businesses in order 

to begin recovery, and it also recognizes that the sooner people can 

return to attend to their properties, the sooner the community as a 

whole will rebound.   North Myrtle Beach was the first jurisdiction in 

Horry County to reopen its community following Hurricane Mathew 

in 2016.  The type of damage from Hurricane Matthew and the 

manner in which the City addressed it allowed the City to more 

quickly realize its reentry goal.  However, a more massive hurricane 

strike or other disaster could require more time for officials to 

identify and secure heavily damaged, dangerous areas, and reentry 

to all or parts of the community could be delayed as a result.   

Patience is always a virtue immediately following a disaster. 

Road Clearing 
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The City has a comprehensive plan to clear all public roads in a 

systematic way.  Primary Roads throughout the City (Highway 17, 

Ocean Boulevard, Little River Neck Road, Sea Mountain Highway, 

etc.) are a priority and will be cleared before secondary roads.  The 

decision on which primary roads will be cleared first is always based 

on the degree of debris and damage and the availability of resources 

with which to clear roads.  The decision is always a collective one 

involving Public Safety, Public Works and the City Administration. 

Helpful Links and Phone Numbers 
Food Safety – Refrigerated food and power outages: When to save and 

when to throw out 

      http://www.foodsafety.gov/keep/charts/refridg_food.html 

Know Your Zone – a Readers Digest of Information for planning for a 

Hurricane 

      

http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=5ea

a13ba491c4699a9730bf3f9e65a37 

 

North Myrtle Beach Hurricane Reentry Procedures and Related information 

https://www.nmb.us/351/Hurricane-Information 

SCDot Evacuation Maps 

     https://hurricane.sc/evacuate 

 

Hurricane Facts for Kids  

     http://www.ready.gov/kids/know-the-facts/hurricanes 

The National Hurricane Center’s Tropical Prediction Center – Provides up-

to-date forecast and tracking 

     http://www.nhc.noaa.gov 

The US Federal Management Agency’s “Are you Ready site” – Provides in-

depth information on disasters, how to prepare, and how to recover 

   https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/are-you-ready-

guide.pdf 

The State of South Carolina Emergency Management department 

     http://www.scemd.org 

http://www.foodsafety.gov/keep/charts/refridg_food.html
http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=5eaa13ba491c4699a9730bf3f9e65a37
http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=5eaa13ba491c4699a9730bf3f9e65a37
https://www.nmb.us/351/Hurricane-Information
https://hurricane.sc/evacuate
http://www.ready.gov/kids/know-the-facts/hurricanes
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/are-you-ready-guide.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/are-you-ready-guide.pdf
http://www.scemd.org/
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South Carolina Traffic Network – Provides real time Information on road 

traffic conditions, congestion, construction, incidents, live cameras, 

weather closures and other events. 

    https://www.511sc.org/ 

North Carolina Traffic Network – Provides real time Information on road 

traffic conditions, congestion, construction, incidents, live cameras, 

weather closures and other events. 

 https://drivenc.gov/ 

Georgia Traffic Network – Provides real time Information on road traffic 

conditions, congestion, construction, incidents, live cameras, weather 

closures and other events. 

 http://www.511ga.org 

Tennessee Traffic Network – Provides real time Information on road traffic 

conditions, congestion, construction, incidents, live cameras, weather 

closures and other events. 

 https://smartway.tn.gov/ 

Helpful Phone Numbers 

Pat Dowling, Public Information Officer 

     843-280-5612 

Horry County Emergency Management 

     843-915-5150 

South Carolina Dept of Transportation (SCDOT) – for traffic and road 

conditions  

     843-915-5150 

American Red Cross (Shelters)  

     843-477-0020 

Re-entry Information – Phone manned in Columbia and provides 

information on evacuation, shelters, damage assessments and re-entry.   

Number is activated once an evacuation is ordered 

     866-246-0133 

South Carolina Dept of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC) – 

Special Medical Needs Shelters  

     843-915-8804 

https://www.511sc.org/
https://drivenc.gov/
http://www.511ga.org/
https://smartway.tn.gov/
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FEMA 

Responsibility of the TPCA Board of Directors 
FEMA has various policies and definitions that pertain to their authority to 
cover the costs associated with removal of debris due to hurricanes.  The 
TPCA should review these policies at the start of each Hurricane Season to 
identify any changes that may have occurred since the publication of this 
document that may alter or influence the approach FEMA may take in the 
current season.  These policies, as of April 2018 were published in FEMA 
Public Assistance Debris Management Guide, V.3.1 2018 and summarized 
here.  
 
Debris Removal Policies 

1. Only four types of subgrantees (entities below the state level) are 
eligible to receive grants–State Agencies, Local Governments, Private 
Non-profit organizations that provide services otherwise provided by 
a government agency and federally recognized Indian Tribes. 

2.  Grants are available for  
a. Debris Removal 
b. Emergency Protective measures 
c. But, must be the LEGAL responsibility of #1 

3. Debris work must be in the PUBLIC INTEREST to 
a. Eliminate immediate threats to life, public health and safety; 
b. Eliminate immediate threats of significant damage to improved 

public or private property,  
c. Ensure economic recovery of the affected community to the 

benefit of the community-at-large, or 
d. Mitigate the risk to life and property by removing substantially 

damaged structures ….. 
4. Duplication of benefits: no applicant will receive assistance for any 

loss for which financial assistance has been received under any other 
program or from insurance or from any other source.  

a. Applicants should contact its insurance provider for a 
statement of loss to determine the amount of insurance 
settlement related to debris removal.  

5. Documentation Requirements 
a. Right of Entry 
b. Photos 
c. Maps to serve as a guide to the location of eligible work 

 
Individual Homeowner Responsibility 
Individual homeowners are still responsible for the costs of cleaning up 
their yards, repairing their own homes and all other privately managed 
property. In accordance with FEMA’s Public Assistance Policy Digest, 
property owners can move disaster-related debris to a public right-of-way, 
and the local government may be reimbursed for curbside pickup and 
disposal for a limited period of time after the disaster. The digest also 
states that when debris or damage on private business and residential 
property “is so widespread that public health, safety or the economic 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1525468328389-4a038bbef9081cd7dfe7538e7751aa9c/PAPPG_3.1_508_FINAL_5-4-2018.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1525468328389-4a038bbef9081cd7dfe7538e7751aa9c/PAPPG_3.1_508_FINAL_5-4-2018.pdf
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recovery of the community is threatened,” with some advance notice, 
FEMA may fund debris removal from private property. 
 
Note the correlation of these highlighted statements and the City 
Ordinances and Resolutions. 
 
Homeowner Associations 
Debris removal from private residential property within a gated 
community is not eligible. However, if the debris is placed on a private road 
within the gated community, debris removal from the road may be eligible 
in accordance with the eligibility and request criteria listed in Chapter 
2.VI.A.6(a) (as follows) : 

Written Request  
Prior to commencing work on private property, the Applicant must submit a 
written request and receive approval from FEMA. The written request must 
include:  

 A public interest determination;  
 Documentation supporting the Applicant’s legal authority to remove 

the debris; and  
 Indemnification.  
 The Applicant needs to identify the specific properties or areas of 

properties for which it is requesting approval. 
Appeal Process 

The Appeals process is the opportunity for applicants to request 
reconsideration of decisions regarding the provision of assistance. 
There are two levels of appeal. The first level appeal is to the FEMA 
Regional Administrator. The second level appeal is to the Assistant 
Administrator at FEMA Headquarters.  
Typical appeals involve the following:   

 An entity is not an eligible applicant  

  A facility, an item of work, an item of cost, or a project is not 
eligible for disaster assistance  

  Approved costs are less than the applicant believes are 
necessary to complete the work   

 A requested time extension was not granted   

 A portion of the cost claimed for the work is not eligible   

 The applicant disagrees with the approved Scope of Work on 
the Project Worksheet   

 The applicant incurs a significant net small project overrun (see 
Small Projects)  

 
The Applicant must file an appeal with the Grantee within 60 days 
of receipt of notice of the action or decision being appealed. 
However, an appeal for a significant net small project overrun 
must be filed within 60 days of completion of the applicant’s last 
small project. 
 

Risk Mitigation Plan 
 Request owners to inspect their properties for dead trees and limbs, 

clogged gutters and other hazards and remove them before they can 
present problems during a hurricane. 
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 Request part-time/absentee owners to have a plan to stow lawn furniture, 

garbage containers, grills, etc.  Request permanent owners to offer 

assistance to these neighbors. 

 Notify owners that the prohibition of placing debris on right of ways is lifted 

and instruct them to move all debris to right of ways.  Request owners near 

each debris pile to keep them moistened with their garden hoses. 

 Request the City and the County institute a burning ban. 

 Prohibit any kind of outside burning including grilling, use of fire pits and 

caution residents, visitors and workmen to be especially careful with 

cigarettes and other smoking material. 

 As debris piles dry out use the 1000 gal hydroseeder.  Coordinate with the 

Golf Course for an available vehicle to tow the hydroseeder.   

City Processes 

Pre-landfall of Hurricane 

Last year, 4 days before the arrival of Hurricane Matthew, the North Myrtle 

Beach city council met in special session to adopt a Declaration of a State of 

Emergency for the city of North Myrtle Beach.  This action was necessary to 

authorize the City Manager to amend the budget for emergency 

expenditures and borrow money as necessary.  See attachment 1.  

Post-landfall 

Following the hurricane the city immediately took two steps.  The first was 

to document in a proclamation the scope of the damage to property and 

infrastructure (see attachment 2) and the second was to pass an ordinance 

(see attachment 3) to authorize post disaster debris collection and disposal 

from public and private roads, etc.  This ordinance thus apparently meets 

FEMA’s requirements that only an entity that has the legal responsibility to 

clear debris can file for FEMA reimbursement.  

FEMA Waiver 

Correspondence between the City of North Myrtle Beach and FEMA 

emphasized the public health and safety threat – see attachment 5 and 

subsequent right of entry authorization as attachment 6.  

Alternatives to FEMA reimbursed clean up 
The FEMA Waiver process took several weeks, frustrating many owners.  As 

a result, the TPCA Board looked into using private contractors.  The 

considerations were what vendors, at what cost and where the debris 

would be taken. 
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Direct Grant from FEMA to HOA 
The Tidewater attorney, Shaun Cranford, was consulted and responded: It 
is highly unlikely that the HOA would receive a grant from FEMA to recoup 

funds for cleaning.  In most cases FEMA does not provide grants to non-

profits that are not open to the general public, which of course Tidewater is 

not.  FEMA ultimately has instructed other Associations to apply for SBA 

(low interest loans) to cover repair needs.   With that said, the SBA may not 

provide a loan to the Association to rebuild reserves. 

  

Finally, I would recommend that you contact House Member Tom Rice, 

who is the US Rep for Tidewater, to encourage his support in having FEMA 

provide clearance for NMB to clean private areas. 

  

Private Contractor Clean – up 
Phoenix Proposal to remove the storm debris: The estimated cost per week 
is $8,351.00.  This does not include the dumping fees as this is unknown at 
this time or how long it will take. (This would have taken Phoenix 6 - 8 
weeks and we had already spent $15k at this point. When FEMA finally did 
this they waited in line for 2 hours to dump at approved sites 
 
Mr. D's Tree and Landscaping Services proposal:  They will chip all of the 
debris and limbs and leave all the wood chips on common area in the 
amount of $1,200 per day until finished.  If the debris needs to be hauled 
away then the daily cost is $1,500. 

Where Debris can be taken 

By Ordinance, the City may set aside property where debris may be brought 
and burned. 
Sec. 11-9. - Open burning.  
Fires set for the disposal of debris as a result of an officially declared 
emergency or disaster if: 
(a) Delivered to the area or location designated for such open burning; 
(b) DHEC has approved the open burning; 
(c) Burning is only conducted when safe to do so; 
(d) Burning is conducted only when the wind direction and weather 
conditions will carry the smoke up and away from populated areas, or any 
school, medical facility or nursing home; 
(e) Adequate personnel and heavy equipment are on site to monitor and 
control the fire; 
(f) Adequate fire service access and fire lanes are provided in the event 
they should be needed; 
(g) A water supply is available in the area; and, 
(h) The use of accelerants (oil, tires, diesel fuel or any petroleum product) is 
strictly prohibited. 
 
Sherry Stark of the Horry County Solid Waste Authority, said, in case we 
decide to not wait on the city, 
1.       They will accept our material at the landfill and charge at the rate of 

$18 a ton. 
2.       We do not have to have a hauler certified by them, any company we 

select will be fine. 
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3. Do not have to use a FEMA approved land fill site 
 

City policies 
Reimbursement if private contractor chosen 
 
E-Mail, Mike Mahaney, City Manager to Cathy Weis: Any private street or 
gated community certainly has the right to not wait on our request for 
Federal approval to pick up debris on private streets.  However, if they 
decide not to wait all cost incurred is between them and their contractor.  
 
Types of debris removal 

Travis Dupree: There will be no exclusions.  As long as the debris is piled in 
the right of way areas and not on private property everything will be picked 
up. The will not go onto someone’s driveway to get debris from a yard.  But 
if debris is piled in front of a home or a vacant lot, it will all be removed. 

Clearing of Little River Neck Road 
Per Pat Dowling: our Fire/Rescue Department has a plan in place to remove 
obstacles from Little River Neck road so that fire equipment can respond to 
Tidewater and other locations. 
  
The department stages heavy equipment (backhoes, etc.) at its key fire 
stations, the one on Little River Neck Road being one of them. 
  
Example: There was a fire in Tidewater during the initial lull in Hurricane 
Matthew. A backhoe preceded the responding fire truck as it traveled to 
Tidewater on Little River Neck Road, pushing fallen trees out of the 
roadway. When that job was done, the heavy equipment was used to clear 
the remainder of Little River Neck Road. 

Burning Ban  
Lessons learned from Mathew: This statement was received from Pat 

Dowling, City Information Officer: “No ‘official’ action was taken with 

respect to a burn ban (since the Barefoot fire, the City has had a permanent 

ban in place) but Council members and management staff were very active 

in contacting County officials to encourage the County to continue its 

emergency burn ban, which may have provided some level of additional 

protection for Tidewater. 

However, the County removed its burning ban within a few weeks.  The 

Tidewater Board President sent a letter (e-mail) outlining the risk that 

lifting the ban placed on the community.  The e-mail (see attachment 4) 

was sent to County Councilman Harold Worley, District 1, Mark Lazarus, 

Chairman of the Horry County Council, Chris Eldridge Horry County 

Administrator, and Officials of the City of North Myrtle Beach, Mayor 

Marilyn Hatley, Councilman Bob Cavanaugh, and City Manager Mike 

Mahaney. A limited burn ban was reinstated that same day.  This contact 



 

22 
 

list is current as of the 2017 hurricane season but should be updated prior 

to the start of each season.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 
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Attachment 1 October 4, 2016 Emergency Ordinance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of North Myrtle Beach 1018 2"'l Avenue South North Myrtle Beach, SC 29582 

SPECIAL CALLED EMERGENCY CITY COUNCIL, MEETING 

City Council Chambers 

AGENDA October 4.2016  

4:30 p.m. 

1. ORDINANCE: An Emergency Ordinance declaring that a localized State of Emergency exists 

within the City of North Myrtle Beach, and authorizing the appropriate action to be taken in 

connection therewith. 

 

2. DECLARATION: Declaration of a State of Emergency for the City ol North Myrtle Beach, SC. 
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CITY OF NORTH MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA  

NORTH MYRTLE BEACH CITY HALL  

SPECIAL CALLED 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

Thursday, October 4, 2016 4:30 p.m. Minutes 

Mayor Hatley called the meeting to order 

 

1.   ORDINANCE: An Emergency Ordinance declaring that a localized State of Emergency 

exists within the City of North Myrtle Beach, and authorizing the appropriate action to be 

taken in connection therewith. 

2.   DECLARATION: Declaration of a State of Emergency for the City of North Myrtle Beach, 

SC. 

Mayor Hatley called the meeting to order at 4:30 P.M 

 

The Clerk called the roll. All members were present. 

 

The City Manager read the Ordinance and the Resolution by title 

 

The Mayor called for a motion to accept as presented. 

 

Motion made by Councilman White and seconded by Councilman Cavanaugh. 

 

The Mayor called for the vote. The motion to approve the Resolution passed 7-0 

 

Being no further business Mayor Hatley adjourned the meeting at 4:37 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Merideth J. Smith, City Clerk 

 

MARILYN HATLEY, MAYOR 
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ORDINANCE 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE DECLARING THAT A LOCALIZED STATE OF 
EMERGENCY EXISTS WITHINTHE CITY OF NORTH MYRTLE BEACH, AND AUTHORIZING 
THE APPROPRIATE ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION THEREWITH. 

WHEREAS, North Myrtle Beach City Council is empowered by section 5-7-250(d) of the South 
Carolina Code of Laws and Section 2-36.8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of North Myrtle 
Beach to adopt emergency ordinances to meet public emergencies affecting life, health, safety 
or the property of the people; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 5-7-250(d), such emergency ordinance shall be enacted by the 
affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the members of council present, is effective immediately 
upon its enactment without regard to any reading, public hearing, publication requirements, or 
public notice requirements, and shall expire automatically as of the sixty-first day following the 
date of enactment; and 

WHEREAS, the North Myrtle Beach City Council finds it necessary to enact an emergency 
ordinance as a result of its determination that a localized emergency exists within the City of 
North Myrtle Beach, and directs that certain measures are to be taken to address that 
emergency. 

NOW, THEREFORE, by the power and authority granted to the North Myrtle Beach City Council 
by the Constitution of the State of South Carolina and the powers granted to the City by the 
General Assembly of the State, the following hereby is ordained and enacted: 

1. DECLARATION OF STATE OF EMERGENCY: In accordance with Section 5-7-250(d) of the 
South Carolina Code of Laws and Section 2-36.8 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of 
North Myrtle Beach, North Beach City Council hereby declares that a localized emergency 
exists throughout the City, effective 6:00 p.m., October 4, 2016, more particularly described in 
the attached Declaration of a State of Emergency for the City of North Myrtle Beach, and hereby 
directs that appropriate action be taken as set forth in such Declaration. 

2. TERMINATION/EXPIRATION. This Ordinance will remain in effect for sixty (60) days unless 
sooner terminated by Resolution of City Council. 

3. SEVERABILITY. If any Section, Subsection, or part of this Ordinance shall be deemed or 
found to conflict with a provision of South Carolina law, or other pre-emptive legal principle, then 
that Section, Sub-section or part of this Ordinance shall be deemed ineffective, but the 
remaining parts of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 

4. CONFLICT WITH PRECEDING ORDINANCES.  If  a Section, Sub-section OR 

PROVISION OF THIS Ordinance shall conflict with the provisions of a Section, Sub-section or 
part of a preceding Ordinance of North North Myrtle Beach, unless expressly so providing, then 
the preceding Section, Sub-section or part shall be deemed repealed and no longer in effect. 

5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately. 
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AND IT IS SO ORDAINED, ENACTED AND ORDERED. 

Dated this 4 day of Oct, 2016 

North Myrtle Beach City Council 

Marilyn Hatley, Mayor 

On behalf of the entire North Myrtle Beach City Council 

 

not  
yes no present 

 

■   □   □ Terry White  

■   □   □ Robert J. Cavanaugh  

■   □   □ Hank Thomas  

■   □   □ J.O. Baldwin  

■   □   □ Fred Coyne  

■   □   □ Niki Fontana 

 

Attest: 

 

Merideth Smith, City Clerk 
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DECLARATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR THE CITY OF NORTH MYRTLE 

BEACH 

WHEREAS, Hurricane Matthew has hit the Caribbean as a life-threatening Category 4 hurricane 

with maximum sustained winds of 145 mph. As it moves slowly to the north, forecasts are 

showing it drifting and west, which could have significant impacts for Florida, South Carolina 

Georgia, and North Carolina.  The storm currently is expected to approach the U.S. mainland as 

a dangerous Category 3 hurricane, packing sustained winds of 115 to 120 mph. The latest 

forecast models project the center about 60 miles away from Florida's eastern coastline by 

Thursday. The storm is forecast by the National Hurricane Center to impact coastal South 

Carolina including North Myrtle Beach with dangerous tropical storm and/or hurricane conditions 

later in the week. Dangerous impacts include high tide and storm surge, beach erosion and rip 

currents, tropical storm or hurricane force winds, very heavy rains with possible severe flooding, 

and the potential for significant property destruction and threats to life safety, residents being 

displaced from their homes, road closures, and widespread power outages. On Monday, 

October 3, 2016, states of emergency were declared in all of Florida, as well as eastern and 

central North Carolina.  It is for anticipated that the Governor of South Carolina will declare a 

state of emergency for South Carolina and may impose an evacuation of portions of Horry 

County. 

WHEREAS, North Myrtle Beach City Council is informed and believes that an emergency has 

been created by this extraordinary weather event, creating a menace to the preservation of 

public peace, safety, security, health, welfare, and property, and resulting in the resources of the 

City in contending with the situation being taxed to their limit; and 

WHEREAS, North Myrtle Beach City Council finds that a State of Emergency exists due to the 

circumstances as described above, specifically declaring this State of Emergency for the City of 

North Myrtle Beach, under the authority granted to it under State and local law, authorizing 

whatever measures necessary to respond appropriately to the emergency, and requests that 

State and Federal resources be mobilized in response to this hazardous weather event and 

resulting losses and damages sustained. 

NOW, THERFORE, North Myrtle Beach City Council hereby declares a State of Emergency 

to exist in the City of North Myrtle Beach, as set forth hereinabove, and directs that the City 

Manager take the measures necessary to mobilize the necessary life safety mechanisms and 

responses, that all reasonable actions and precautions be taken as is necessary to ensure the 

fullest possible protection and preservation of life and property and, in addition, that this 

Declaration be transmitted to the Governor for the State of South Carolina requesting that the 

Governor make the appropriate declarations and take whatever other actions necessary to 

address this emergency. 

 

FURTHER, the City Manager may determine that it is necessary to amend the budget to identify 

the sources of existing or borrowed funds, and to establish a budget for the emergency 

expenditures. This budget amendment may be the result of the need to borrow 

Attachment 1: October 4, 2016 Emergency Ordinance 

monies for the purpose of making allowance for expenditures which have arisen as a result of 

such emergency.  In the event of a state of emergency or disaster declared, approval of 

additional expenditure appropriations for debt incurred or use of Fund Balance, Fund Balance 

Reserve, or transfers from other funds, will be by Resolution of North Myrtle Beach City Council 

through a telephone vote. This spending approval shall not require a supplemental budget 

ordinance or budget ordinance amendment. 

 

NORTH MYRTLE BEACH CITY COUNCIL 

By:  

Its 

Date: 
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Attachment 2 Proclamation of a Local State of Emergency 

PROCLAMATION 

A PROCLAMATION OF A LOCAL STATE OF EMERGENCY BY THE CITY OF NORTH MYRTLE BEACH  

Whereas, Hurricane Matthew made landfall along the coast of South Carolina and the City of 

North Myrtle Beach was within the cone of impact wherein extensive damage to property and 

infrastructure has occurred; and  

Whereas, the magnitude of the event is such that the emergency is likely to exceed the control 

of the normal services, personnel, equipment and facilities of the regularly constituted 

branches and departments of City government; and  

Whereas, the Governor of South Carolina has declared a state of emergency to exist within the 

State of South Carolina; and the Mayor and Council for the City of North Myrtle Beach hereby:  

Declare a Local State of Emergency and Direct the City Manager to immediately take 

such steps that are necessary for the protection of life and property in the affected 

areas and that widespread publicity and notice shall be given said declaration through 

the most feasible and adequate means of disseminating such notice throughout the 

City.  

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused this seal of the City of 

North Myrtle Beach to be affixed this 31st day of October, in the Year of our Lord, Two 

Thousand and Sixteen.  

________________________________  ATTEST:  

Mayor Hatley       _____________________________  

City Clerk 
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Attachment 3 Ordinance authorizing post disaster debris collection 

 
AN ORDINANCE 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE POST DISASTER DEBRIS COLLECTION AND 
DISPOSAL FROM PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ROADS, RTGHTS-OF-WAY, STORM DRATNAGE 
EASEMENTS, AND INGRESS/EGRESS EASEMENTS WITHIN CITY LIMITS INCLUDING PRIVATE 
COMMUNITIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF EMERGENCY VEHICLE TRAVEL, STORM WATER 
CONVEYANCE, PROTECTTNG PUBL|C HEALTH AND SAFETY, FACILITATING RESPONSE AND 
RECOVERY OPERATIONS AND TO REMOVE AN IMMEDIATE THREAT TO LIFE, PUBUC HEATTH 
AND SAFEW, SIGN|F|CANT DAMAGE TO IMPROVED PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROPERTY AND TO 
FURTHER THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY OF THE CITY.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF NORTH 
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA: 
 

Section 12-5L1 Post-disaster debris collection. 

(a) ln the event of a natural or manmade disaster that has been declared a public emergency by 

the Mayor and Council or other authorized official, the city may exercise its authority to 
implement the measures set forth herein. 

(b) The city manager shall have the authority and responsibility to protect the public health and 

safety. The city manager shall have the authority to remove debris which poses an immediate 
threat to life, public health and safety, significant damage to improved public and private 
property, and the economic recovery of the city. 

(c) The city is hereby authorized to enter upon and remove debris from public and private roads, 

rights-of-way, storm drainage easements, and ingress/egress easements within City limits, 
including private communities, for the purpose of emergency vehicle travel, storm-water 
conveyance, protecting public health and safety, facilitating response and recovery 
operations, and for any other purpose the city manager determines is necessary to remove 
an immediate threat to life, public health and safety, significant damage to improved public 
and private property, and the economic recovery of the city,  

 

The above ordinance shall become effective upon the date of passage. 

 

DONE, RATIFIED AND PASSED THIS 31ST DAY OF OCTOBER, 2016. 
ATTEST: 

 
 
Mayor Hatley       City Clerk 
 
 
 
Approved as to form:      Reviewed 
 
 

City Attorney       City Manager 
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Attachment 4 Letter Requesting Reinstatement of Burn Ban 
 

From: Cathy Weis [mailto:csweis@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, November 01, 2016 11:15 AM 

To: CouncilmanWorley@HaroldWorley.com 

Cc: mgmahaney@nmb.us; Chairman@horrycounty.org; mjohatley@aol.com; celdridge@horrycounty.org; 

Robert Cavanaugh; Board of Directors; Jim Hulen 

Subject: Horry County Burning Ban  

Councilman Harold G. Worley CouncilmanWorley@HaroldWorley.com countycouncil@horrycounty.orgDistrict One, 

Horry County Council 

2859 Hwy. 111 

Little River, SC 29566 

  

Dear Councilman Worley,  

Since you first ran for County Council in 2002, Tidewater Residents have always supported your candidacy 

and we believe that we have benefited from your representation on Horry County Council in many ways.  

Among the many reasons we have supported you has always been the belief that you had held as a high 

priority the safety of our residents.   

We are writing to you because we are troubled about the recent announcement by Horry County that the 

burning ban that was put in place on the 21st was lifted on the 31st.  Our email to you on October 

25th stressed the need for the ban and included pictures to demonstrate the enormous build up of 

flammable material along the streets and in the vacant lots in Tidewater.    

As you know, living on the “Neck” is complicated. We know that neither you nor Chairman Lazarus are 

strangers to this community. Both of you have visited here many times in many capacities seeking our 

support and our, yours.  The area is administered by three separate jurisdictions (with the State having a 

say because the main thoroughfare is a state road) and the “Neck” is essentially a peninsula with one way 

in and one way out via a substandard two lane road.  Evacuation during an emergency like a wildfire is 

problematic at best.  A great deal of the area is undeveloped. Most of the parcels are in unincorporated 

Horry County and fall under its zoning, police and fire protection, others have been annexed within the 

City of North Myrtle Beach and fall under its zoning, police and fire protections. To mitigate the risks we 

face during emergencies requires the cooperation of the City of North Myrtle Beach and Horry County.    

The Highway 31 wildfire that burned 15,000 acres in 2009 was not that long ago and was started by a 

homeowner in Horry County burning debris on his property when it got terribly out of hand. With a 

goodly portion of Little River Neck in County jurisdiction where burning debris is now legal and removed 

from the burning ban, the Neck is at high risk of wildfire.  And the risk has never been higher than now 

when rain has not fallen in the last 23 days and hurricane debris lines the roads and thoroughfares in the 

“Neck”.   

Tidewater residents are doing their part.  Homeowners have “adopted” a pile of debris adjacent to their 

homes and are keeping it wetted down.  The HOA has a 1000 gallon water tank that is being used to 

water down areas not in the range of a homeowner’s garden hose.    

The City of North Myrtle Beach is doing their part.  A burning ban is in place, as it always is, for city 

jurisdictions, and they are pursuing a FEMA waiver to remove the debris.  NMB Fire Station #4 is located 

on Little River Neck Road and the City just needs Horry County declaring a burning ban and they can help 

the County enforce the ban.   

We ask that you do your part and use your considerable influence to reinstate the burning ban in the 

areas in the “Neck” under the jurisdiction of the County.  We see this as an existential need for the 

preservation not only of Tidewater but our neighbors within the “Neck”.    

mailto:csweis@yahoo.com
mailto:CouncilmanWorley@HaroldWorley.com
mailto:mgmahaney@nmb.us
mailto:Chairman@horrycounty.org
mailto:mjohatley@aol.com
mailto:celdridge@horrycounty.org
mailto:CouncilmanWorley@HaroldWorley.com
mailto:countycouncil@horrycounty.org


 

31 
 

With Warmest Regards,   

Cathy Weis, 

President, Tidewater Plantation Community Homeowners Association 
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Attachment 5 FEMA Private Property Debris Removal Request 
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Attachment 6 Right of Entry onto Private Property 
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Attachment 6 North Myrtle Beach Post-Hurricane Re-entry Procedures 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Pat Dowling, Public Information Officer (843) 280-5612 / 

pcdowling@nmb.us / www.nmb.us  

North Myrtle Beach Post-Hurricane Reentry Procedures  

 

North Myrtle Beach, SC, October 3, 2016 – When reentering the city of North Myrtle Beach after a 

hurricane, property owners, renters and business owners should be prepared to show either their 

driver’s license, a copy of a recent water bill or property tax bill, a rental agreement, or other form of 

identity that proves residency or property ownership within the city.  

 

Owners of businesses with employees who do not reside within the city limits but are essential to 

recovery of a business should provide those employees with a letter written on company letterhead 

identifying them as being essential to the recovery of the business. When identifying an employee, 

please use their name as it is shown on their driver’s license so that authorities can match the two for 

verification.  

 

The City of North Myrtle Beach does not require filing residency or business information prior to a 

storm. 

 

 MANDATORY EVACUATION PROCEDURES  

IF Hurricane Matthew threatens our area, and IF the Governor issues a mandatory evacuation order, this 

is the manner in which some evacuation routes will be managed:  

 Once the Governor issues a mandatory evacuation, lane reversals will be instituted 

automatically for two sections of Highway 501—U.S. Highway 501 from SC 544 to SC 378, and 

U.S. Highway 501 from SC 22 to the U.S. Highway 501/SC 576 split in Marion. Once you enter a 

lane reversal pattern, you will not be able to get back out. Never enter a lane reversal pattern 

unless you are directed by law enforcement.  

 The Horry County evacuation plan to which all in North Myrtle Beach are subject requires 

people located north of Briarcliffe Acres to evacuate via SC 9 North to 1-95 and beyond.  

 These requirements are based on the results of the SC Hurricane Evacuation Study for the 

Northern Conglomerate that was released by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 2012.  

 

DO YOU KNOW YOUR ZONE?  

You may remember that different areas of Horry County, including North Myrtle Beach, have been 

assigned different “Zones” with respect to the potential impact of hurricane storm surge on a given land 

area.  

 

IF it should occur that Hurricane Matthew is to strike our area with force, and IF the Governor called for 

a mandatory evacuation, she might do so by identifying ZONES that must evacuate. The zone locations 

in Horry County are as follows:  

Zone A  

All areas east of U.S. 17 Business (Kings Highway), up to intersection with U.S. 17 (Kings Highway) and 

then all areas east of U.S. 17 (Kings Highway) to the northern county line.  

 

Zone B  

All areas south of S.C. 707 and Longwood Drive, including all areas in Longwood Plantation (Blackmoor) 

to the Waccamaw River and all areas east of U.S. 17 Bypass (Mark Garner Highway) to U.S. 17 (North 

Kings Highway) and all areas east of U.S. 17 (North Kings Highway) to the northern county line. 

 

 Zone C  

All areas between U.S. 701 and S.C. 544, south of Brown's Chapel Avenue and Hwy. 814, plus all areas 

east of S.C. 31 (Carolina Bays Parkway) to S.C. 90 and all areas east of S.C. 90 to U.S. 17 to the northern 

county line.  
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HOW WILL THE CITY OF NORTH MYRTLE BEACH STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOU?  

 

In emergency situations, such as hurricanes, the City of North Myrtle Beach will post advisory and 

damage assessment information using these resources:  

 http://www.NMB.us (See “Press Releases” on the home page)  

 www.Facebook.com/cityofnmb  

 www.Twitter.com/cityofnmb  

See page 11 on how to sign up for mobile alerts. 

 

The City will also forward the same information to local and regional news media outlets, Horry County 

Emergency Management, the North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce, and the Myrtle Beach Area 

Chamber of Commerce. The North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce shares City of North Myrtle 

Beach announcements with its members, and to its social media audiences. The Myrtle Beach Area 

Chamber of Commerce serves as the umbrella agency for the Area Recovery Council (ARC), which 

includes all governments and other agencies in Horry County, and which serves as a clearinghouse for 

information during hurricanes and other disasters that impact all of the Grand Strand or all of Horry 

County. 

 

 QUESTIONS? Contact Pat Dowling at pcdowling@nmb.us 

http://www.nmb.us/
http://www.facebook.com/cityofnmb
http://www.twitter.com/cityofnmb

